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BYLAWS 


AMERICAN   ANTIQUARIAN   SOCIETY, 

Adopted  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Society,  Oct.  21st,  1881, 
with  Amendments. 


Article  I. — Officers. 


The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  Record- 
ing Secretary,  a  Secretary  for  Foreign,  and  a  Secretary  for 
Domestic  Correspondence,  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  mem- 
bers ex-officio  of  the  Council,  and  ten  Councillors ;  and  also  a 
Committee  of  Publication  and  two  Auditors,  all  of  whom  shall 
be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  October,  and  hold 
their  respective  offices  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall 
be  elected. 

Article  II. — Meetings. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  Council  when  present,  and  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  shall  preside ;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents,  the  Senior  Councillor  present  shall  preside. 

The  President  shall  see  that  the  duties  of  the  several  offices  are 
faithfully  performed,  and  the  Laws  executed. 

Article  III. — Secretaries. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  the 
doings  of  the  Society  and  Council,  to  be  deposited,  when  not  in 
use,  with  all  papers  of  his  department,  in  the  Library  Building 
of  the  Society,  in  Worcester.  He  shall  give  notice  of  each  stated 
meeting  of  the  Society,  by  publishing  the  same  in  such  news- 
papers in  Boston  and  Worcester,  and  by  such  other  means  as  the 
Council  shall  direct.     But  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
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in  giving  such  notice,  shall  not  prevent  the  holding  of  any  stated 
meeting,  nor  render  its  proceedings  invalid. 

All  letters  received  and  copies  of  those  written  by  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretaries  shall  be  preserved,  and  communicated  by 
them  to  the  Society. 

Article  IV. — Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  keep  the  fuuds  of  the  Society, 
and  all  books  and  papers  relating  thereto,  and  shall  invest  and 
manage  the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Council.  He  shall  keep  accurate  accounts  of  the  same,  and  of 
all  receipts  and  payments,  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection 
of  the  officers  of  the  Society,  and  shall  present  a  copy  thereof  to 
the  Council,  at  their  meeting  next  preceding  any  stated  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

He  shall  give  bonds  to  be  approved  by  the  Council  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  Council  may  determine. 

Article  V. — The  Council. 

The  Council  shall  have  the  control  and  general  management  of 
all  the  property  of  the  Society,  both  personal  and  real,  and  may 
take,  release,  or  transfer  securities  for  any  portion  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  and  may  receive  and  execute  deeds  of  real  estate 
on  behalf  of  the  Society,  and  they  may  determine  by  what  officer 
or  officers  deeds  of  the  Society  shall  he  executed. 

The  Council  may  make  or  authorize  disbursements  for  current 
expenses  and  other  objects  of  the  Society,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  the  annual  income. 

Twice,  at  least,  in  every  year,  they  shall  carefully  examine,  or 
cause  to  be  examined  by  a  Committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  Library,  Cabinet  and  other  property,  and  make  report 
to  the  Society  of  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  amount  and  charac- 
ter of  the  investments. 

They  may  appoint  a  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  and  Assis- 
tant-Librarian, and  such  other  subordinate  officers  and  agents  as 
they  may  judge  necessary,  allow  them  reasonable  compensation, 
and  prescribe  such  duties  to  them  as  they  may  think  proper,  not 
inconsistent   with  the   laws   and  objects  of   the   Society.      The 
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officers  and  agents  so  appointed  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council.  The  Council  may  meet  at 
such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  provide 
for  the  manner  in  which  such  meetings  shall  be  called.  Five 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  Council ;  they  shall,  at 
each  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  make  a  report  of  then-  doings, 
which  shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Society.  The  Council 
shall  have  power  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the 
superintendence  and  use  of  the  Library  and  Cabinet  as  they  shall 
consider  most  conducive  to  the  preservation  and  highest  utility 

of  the  same. 

Article  VI. 

[As  amended  April  24,  1889.] 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  every  year, 
at  the  Library  Building  of  the  Society,  in  Worcester,  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  October,  and  when  the  same  falls  on  Sunday 
or  Monday,  the  meeting  shall  be  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Council.  The  Semi- Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  in  Boston  every 
year,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  April,  at  such  place  as  the  Coun- 
cil shall  designate. 

Article  VII. 

The  American  members  of  the  Society  shall  at  no  time  exceed 
one  hundred  and  forty.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  member 
until  his  nomination  for  membership  has  been  at  least  one  month 
before  the  Council,  nor  until  he  has  been  recommended  to  the 
Society  by  the  Council ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  elected  a  mem- 
ber at  any  other  than  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  it 
shall  require  at  least  three-fourths  of  all  the  ballots  cast  to  elect. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  send  by  mail 
a  written  notice  to  every  newly-elected  member,  of  his  election. 
And  if  any  person  so  elected  and  notified  neglects  for  four  mouths 
to  signify  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  his  acceptance  of  member- 
ship, the  Secretary  shall  report  such  neglect  to  the  Council  at  its 
next  meeting,  and  the  Council  shall  then  determine  whether  the 
name  of  such  person  shall  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  members. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  by  the  Recording 
Secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  or  in  his  absence 
or  inability  to  act,  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents 
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the  Secretary  may  call  a  special  meeting,  upon  the  written  request 
of  any  two  members  of  the  Council.  Notice  of  such  special 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  the  same  manner  as  notices  of  the 
stated  meetings  of  the  Society  are  required  to  be  published  by 
the  Third  Article  of  these  By-Laws. 

The  Society  shall  not,  at  any  meeting,  proceed  to  business 
unless  five  at  least  of  the  Council  are  present,  but  the  meeting 
may  be  adjourned  from  tune  to  time  until  such  quorum  shall 
attend. 

At  each  stated  meeting  the  Secretaries  and  Council  shall  report 
their  respective  doings  since  the  last  meeting. 

Article  VIII. 

Every  new  member  residing  in  the  United  States  shall  pay  nn 
admission  fee  of  five  dollars ;  and  all  members  residing  in  New 
England  shall  pay  an  annual  fee  of  five  dollars.  A  payment  of 
fifty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  exempt  the  member  so  paying  from 
the  payment  of  the  annual  fee  of  five  dollars. 

Article  IX. 

No  new  law  or  alteration  of  any  of  these  By-Laws  shall  be 
made,  unless  recommended  by  the  Council  and  adopted  by  the 
Society  at  a  stated  meeting. 

Article  X. 

All  By-Laws  and  votes  of  the  Society  inconsistent  with  the 
foregoing  are  hereby  repealed  and  rescinded. 

Article  XI. 

[Adopted  Oct.  21.  1882.] 

Whenever  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  tender,  in  writing, 
a  resignation  of  his  membership,  the  Council  may  accept  the 
same,  and  his  name  shall  thereafter  be  omitted  from  the  roll  of 

members. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  COUNCIL  AND  THE  LIBRARY 

COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF 

THE  LIBRARY. 


THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Two  members  of  the  Council  shall  annually  be  appointed  a 
Committee  on  the  Library,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  upon 
the  details  of  administration,  and  to  superintend  and  direct  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  the  Library  and  its  collections,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Council. 

THE  LIBRARIAN  AND  ASSISTANTS. 

The  Librarian  and  Assistants  shall  have  charge  and  custody  of 
the  books  and  collections,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Library 
Committee,  and  shall  administer  the  details  of  the  Library  to  the 
approval  of  said  Committee,  who  shall  prescribe  the  hours  for 
the  use  of  books  and  all  matters  of  administration. 

THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 

The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  be  permitted  to  take  such 
books  and  manuscripts  from  the  Library  as  they  may  need  in 
order  to  perform  the  duty  assigned  to  them  by  the  Society,  but  a 
record  of  all  books  and  manuscripts  so  taken  shall  be  entered  in 
a  book  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Librarian  and  Assistants  to  require  a  return  of  such  books  and 
manuscripts  as  soon  as  the  publication  for  which  they  were  bor- 
rowed is  issued. 

USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

1.  Members  of  the  Society,  on  notifying  the  Librarian  or  an 
Assistant,  are  entitled  to  enter  and  remain  in  the  alcoves  and  to 
have  access  to  any  of  the  rooms  excepting  the  manuscript  room. 


6  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

Other  persons,  with  a  specific  purpose  ha  view,  may  be  permitted 
by  the  Librarian,  if  accompanied  by  him  or  an  Assistant,  to 
enter  the  alcoves  and  have  such  access ;  only,  however,  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  books  and  not  of  remaining  at  the  shelves. 

2.  Any  person  who  desires  to  use  books  in  the  Library  may 
be  furnished  with  volumes  for  consultation  upon  application  to 
the  Librarian  or  Assistants,  subject,  however,  to  the  provisions 
of  Rule  7. 

3.  When  any  book,  map,  chart  or  manuscript,  shall  be  delivered 
to  any  one  for  consultation  or  reference,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Librarian  or  Assistant  to  make  a  memorandum  of  the  title  of  the 
same  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  applying  for  it, 
which  memorandum  shall  be  kept  on  file  in  the  Librarian's  room, 
till  the  return  of  the  volume  shall  be  duly  verified. 

4.  All  volumes  or  other  matter  issued  for  use  in  the  building 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Librarian  or  Assistant  before  the  user 
leaves  the  Library. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  and  Assistants  to 
examine  all  books  and  manuscripts  after  their  use  in  the  Library, 
to  ascertain  if  they  are  returned  in  as  good  condition  as  when 
they  were  given  out. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  province  of  the  Library  Committee  and  of 
them  alone,  to  authorize  the  temporary  removal  and  use  of  books 
or  articles  belonging  to  the  Society  outside  of  the  Library,  and  it 
shall  also  be  their  duty  to  cause  a  description  of  the  books  or 
articles  thus  loaned  to  be  kept  in  a  book  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  entry  shall  contain  a  receipt  for  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  borrower  and  also  the  endorsed  approval  of  one  of  the 
Library  Committee  with  the  date  of  the  transaction. 

7.  Valuable  books,  maps,  manuscripts,  charts,  etc.,  shall  be 
consulted  only  in  the  presence  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Libra- 
rian or  Assistants. 

8.  All  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  Society  shall  be  kept 
under  lock  and  key. 

9.  No  manuscript  and  no  part  of  a  manuscript  belonging  to 
the  Society  shall  be  copied  except  on  permission  granted  by  the 
Council  after  an  application  in  writing,  specifying  the  manuscript 
or  part  thereof  desired  to  be  copied  ;  and  if  any  manuscript 
belonging  to  the  Society  shall  in  consequence  of  such  permission 
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be  published  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  fact  that  it  was  obtained 
from  the  Society  shall  be  required  to  be  stated  in  its  publication. 
But  nothiug  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  publication 
of  names  and  chronological  memoranda  without  special  permission. 
No  person  shall  enter  or  remain  in  the  manuscript  room  or  use 
the  manuscripts  except  in  the  presence  of  the  Librarian  or  an 
Assistant  or  of  a  member  of  the  Library  Committee. 

10.  Manuscripts  of  'a  confidential  nature  shall  be  consulted 
only  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  in  each  case  by 
a  vote  of  the  Council. 

No  maps,  newspapers  or  books  of  great  rarity  shall  be  taken 
from  the  Library  building  except  by  a  vote  of  the  Council. 

11.  All  tracts,  books,  maps  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the 
Society  shall  be  distinctly  marked  as  its  property ;  and  any  such 
tract,  book,  etc.,  that  may  be  presented  to  the  Society  shall  be 
marked  with  the  name  of  the  giver  and  recorded  as  his  gift. 

12.  A  record  shall  be  kept  of  all  books,  pamphlets  or  other 
articles  presented  to  the  Society,  which  shall  specify  the  name  of 
the  giver  and  the  date  of  presentation.  All  books  presented 
shall  be  entered  upon  the  card  catalogue  and  placed  iu  their 
proper  position  in  the  Library  as  soon  after  their  receipt  as 
possible. 

In  all  cases  the  first  consideration  of  the  Librarian  and  Assis- 
tants in  construing  and  enforcing  the  rules  shall  be  the  safety 
of  the  collection.  The  Librarian  shall  be  held  responsible  for 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  rules  and  security  of  the  collection 
and  shall  have  the  power  to  exclude  from  the  Library  any  person 
whose  conduct  he  considers  objectionable  or  whose  purposes 
seem  foreign  to  those  for  which  the  Library  is  provided. 
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